
 

The Holy Moly 
An SJA Guide to What’s Happening in the Catholic Church 

 

GLOBAL CHURCH: 
●​ At a press conference on June 16, Pope Leo addressed a number of contemporary issues: 

○​ He expressed hope about the Memorandum between the US and Iran, that, while several points 

still must be negotiated, it might mean “the war is really over and that we can move forward for 

the good of all.” 

○​ He spoke of the “enthusiastic response” encountered throughout his recent trip to Spain. Asked 

about Spanish politics, he neglected to comment on specifics, instead encouraging “dialogue” 

and listening to one another. 

○​ The pope made remarks in support of recognition of the dignity of migrants, reiterating 

comments made while at Gran Canaria and Tenerife.  

●​ Cardinal Camillo Ruini, who served for decades as the vicar of Rome and president of the Italian bishops’ 

conference, died at the age of 95 on June 16. Ruini was known for his close relationships with Popes John 

Paul II and Benedict XIV, exerting strong influence on both pontiffs.  

●​ After a private meeting with Pope Leo, Peruvian President José María Balcázar announced that the pope 

will visit Peru in November of this year, with planned stops to several cities, including Chiclayo, where the 

pope served as bishop for nearly a decade. The Vatican has not yet confirmed the visit, but Balcázar 

confirmed the pope gave him “permission” to make the announcement. 

●​ Pope Leo took a day-trip to Pavia in Northern Italy, where the remains of St. Augustine of Hippo are kept. 

On the way back, he stopped at Sant’Angelo Lodigiano, birthplace of St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, the first 

US citizen canonized a saint. He held up Mother Cabrini as an example for today’s world of dignity and 

respect toward migrants. 

●​ Pope Leo addressed the UN’s World Food Programme at their Rome headquarters, emphasizing the need 

for strong multilateralism in delivering essential services to vulnerable people. Needs like food, water, 

and healthcare must not be subordinated to geopolitical interests. Echoing a theme in his recent 

encyclical Magnifica Humanitas, he lamented the normalization of war: “In effect, conflicts are ‘fed’ 

more readily than people are nourished. This reality reflects not only operational shortcomings but also 

a fundamental imbalance in political and moral priorities.” 

●​ The pope welcomed members of the Jérôme Lejeune Foundation on the 100th anniversary of the birth 

of its namesake. Venerable Jérôme Lejeune was a pioneer of modern genetics and a tireless champion of 

human dignity; he was appointed to the Pontifical Academy of Sciences by Pope Paul VI. 

●​ The Vatican Dicastery for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments denied a request from the 

German Bishops’ Conference to permit qualified laypeople to preach homilies during Mass. The German 

Synodal Way is a discernment and reform process made up of laypeople and bishops, and 90% of 

bishops involved with the Synodal Way (which constitutes a majority of German bishops), voted in favor 
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of the request prior to it being sent. This is the latest instance in a series of tensions between the 

Synodal Way and the Vatican. 

○​ Several lay groups involved with the Synodal Way criticized the Vatican’s decision and said they 

will continue demanding the right to preach at Mass. 

●​ Pope Leo hosted an event celebrating the written word by gathering novelists and authors from around 

the world. Attendees included Nobel Prize laureate Jon Fosse, Pulitzer Prize winners Marilynne Robinson 

and Elizabeth Strout, and National Book Award winner Colum McCann. 

●​ The Society of St. Pius X (SSPX), a traditionalist group, carried out the consecration of four new bishops 

without papal approval, which has resulted in the excommunication of those four men as well the two 

bishops who consecrated them. The group has been declared to be in schism. An explanatory note 

issued by the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith adds that clergy and laypeople who “adhere” to the 

schism are also “considered schismatics and excommunicated.” It declared that confessions administered 

by SSPX clergy and marriages they officiate will be invalid.  

○​ It is worth pointing out that Pope Leo’s name was nowhere on the decree or explanatory note. 

Pope Leo repeatedly urged the group not to proceed with what the Dicastery for the Doctrine of 

the Faith had called “a schismatic act,” sending a letter to Fr. Davide Pagliarani, the superior 

general of SSPX as late as June 29. When asked about the situation during a June 16 press 

conference, he said,“it is their choice… if they make that choice, I am sorry, but we must move 

forward.” SSPX has maintained its adherence to Catholic teaching, despite rejecting fundamental 

Catholic doctrine, many grounded in Vatican II, including on ecumenism, interfaith relations, 

liturgical reforms, and religious freedom. 

○​ The dicastery also sent a communication to bishops around the world explaining how clergy and 

laypeople can reenter communion with the Catholic Church. 

○​ In a letter addressed to Pope Leo and released on July 3, Pagliarani defended the episcopal 

consecrations and called the sanctions “objectively unjust and invalid.” 

○​ Read here for an explainer on excommunication. 

●​ Pope Leo convened the Extraordinary Consistory of Cardinals June 26-27. 178 cardinals from around the 

world gathered in the Vatican to discuss four themes over two days: the world in which we proclaim the 

Gospel, the implications of the culture of power and the civilization of love, what contributions the 

Church can make to the common good, and the implementation of synodality. He concluded the 

consistory by joining the College Cardinals in calling for global peace. 

●​ The Dicastery for Communication has released “Leo in Rome,” a documentary about the pope’s years in 

Rome prior to his election. Watch the whole film here. 

●​ On the Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul, Pope Leo placed the pallium on the 35 new Metropolitan 

Archbishops, representing the commitment of these leaders to “take upon their shoulders the brothers 

and sisters entrusted to them.” 

●​ Sr. Alessandra Smerilli has been appointed Prefect of the Dicastery for Integral Human Development, 

which is responsible for advancing the Church’s justice-related activity throughout the world. She is a 

Salesian Sister of Don Bosco, the first woman to serve in this role, and the latest example of Pope Leo’s 

commitment to leadership within the Vatican.  
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●​ The pope made a series of governance reforms on June 30. He restructured the Supervisory and 

Financial Information Authority, the Vatican’s financial watchdog agency; made changes to the 

organization of the Vicariate of Rome, which Pope Francis had reformed in 2023; and made several 

appointments across Vatican dicasteries. 

●​ Pope Leo visited the Italian island of Lampedusa on July 4, including the monument “Gateway to 

Europe,” drawing attention to migrants and their struggles for a better life. During Mass, he condemned 

the brutal treatment of migrants and refugees and called on the world to respond to their plight with 

concrete compassion.  

●​ The pope arrived at Castel Gandolfo on July 5, where he will spend his summer vacation until July 27. 

 

US CHURCH: 
●​ Pope Leo has advanced the cause for canonization of Mother Mary Teresa Tallon, declaring her 

venerable. Tallon was born in the late 1800s in Hanover, NY, and after 33 years as a Holy Cross Sister, she 

founded a new religious congregation, the Parish Visitors of Mary Immaculate. Their charism focused on 

contemplation and personal, door-to-door ministry. 

●​ The Archdiocese of Chicago conducted a survey of US adults from 20 dioceses who went through the 

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) in 2026. Participants reported being motivated by “personal 

growth in goodness, inner peace, and an understanding of truth,” and were attracted to Church 

teachings, liturgy, and historical tradition. 

●​ A new survey from the Pew Research Center reports that 78% of US Catholics have a favorable view of 

Pope Leo. It also found that 51% of Catholics think President Trump has been too critical of the pope 

(Pew’s research was conducted from May 26 to June 1, after the president’s social media and verbal 

attacks on Pope Leo regarding the Iran war). Read the full report here. 

●​ On the 4th anniversary of the Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization decision, which overturned 

Roe v. Wade, Bishop Daniel E. Thomas of Toledo, OH, chair of the USCCB’s Committee on Pro-Life 

Activities, issued a statement identifying “the massive influx of abortion pills” as among the key 

challenges for addressing abortion in a post-Dobbs world. 

●​ The US Supreme Court decided two cases in favor of President Trump’s immigration policy that had been 

strongly opposed by the USCCB and Catholic advocacy groups. One case allows the Department of 

Homeland Security to end “temporary protected status,” for Haitians and Syrians, who can be deported 

despite credible risks to their lives and safety. The other allows the government to turn away asylum 

seekers before they cross the US-Mexico border by limiting the number of asylum claims it chooses to 

process in a day. 

●​ Pope Leo received the Liberty Medal from the US National Constitution Center for his ongoing 

commitment to promoting religious liberty and freedom of conscience. He addressed the ceremony in 

Philadelphia virtually, which took place on July 3. During his speech, he celebrated the nation’s ideals - 

human dignity, justice, unity, and peace - and framed the 250th anniversary of the nation’s founding as 

an opportunity to reflect on and recommit to these values. Read the whole address here. 

●​ Pope Leo wrote a letter to Americans on the 250th anniversary of the country’s founding, reflecting on 

several key principles that are foundational to the American project. In particular, he highlighted religious 
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freedom; human dignity, especially for migrants; and the shared responsibility to work for the common 

good. Read the whole letter here. 

 

ST. LOUIS ARCHDIOCESE: 
●​ Archbishop Rozanski declared the closure of two churches in north St. Louis: St. Augustine Church and St. 

Matthew the Apostle Church. Both churches were amalgamated into St. Peter Claver Parish in 2023. The 

primary worship place for the parish is St. Elizabeth, Mother of John the Baptist, Church. 

●​ Tickets are available for the beatification Mass of Fulton Sheen, which will take place at The Dome at 

America’s Center. Cardinal Luis Tagle, pro-prefect for the Dicastery for Evangelization, will preside. Get 

tickets here. 

●​ The St. Louis Review, Catholic St. Louis, and the Archdiocese of St. Louis Communications Office received 

a combined 16 awards from the Catholic Media Association. This includes a third-place award to the St. 

Louis Review for best diocesan weekly newspaper. 

 

THE HOLIEST OF MOLIES: 
●​ Georgetown University’s McCourt School of Public Policy is teaming up with Homeboy Industries, the 

gang-intervention organization founded by Jesuit Father Greg Boyle, for a $100 million fundraising 

campaign. The project is focused on developing the Father Gregory Boyle Center for Radical Kinship, a 

major expansion of Homeboy’s campus, to help bring about “a visionary initiative reimaging reentry in 

Los Angeles.”  

○​ If you have not read Boyle’s books, I cannot recommend Tattoos on the Heart enough. 

●​ Border Compassion, a nonprofit founded by Sr. Suzanne Jabro, Sister of St. Joseph of Carondelet, hosted 

a beautiful celebration of Father’s Day in Mexicali, Mexico, offering respite, community, and joy to dads 

who have been separated from their children. Jabro founded Border Compassion under the auspices of 

Sisters of St. Joseph Ministerial Services in 2021 and is supported by various women’s religious 

congregations as well as Catholic and other ecumenical groups. 

●​ Former White Sox catcher AJ Pierzynski gave Pope Leo a special gift: the baseball from the last out at 

Game 1 of the 2005 World Series, which the pope attended.  

 

Thank you for reading! If you are interested in receiving the Holy Moly, you can sign up here. 
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